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Why the Appalachians?
AU Geological Survey Integrated Sience Effort
By . Brianeadams

reture's most The issues are many—air quaity, sustainabie development, threatened
i \ailmean the terresrial and auatic inhabitants of the Appalachian and endangered species, invasive species, landscape fragmentation,
[ Mountars of the eastern United States. The Appalachian Mountains and  watershed modification. ground-water contamination, mineral extraction,
4 vlleys hao b e 0 vy of haren cuures dlog beck ol But,
4| approximately 12,000 years A series of native Amei (e including has developed in the past decade: individuals, businesses, government
Rt recatly th Chefckces Neon, [t (e reion o 1 Eurcpes  agecies, Uhverse, oh prvete grvgo re beeing o work togater 0
settlement which began in the 1600 All of desire to
eep the benefits of the land. o tumen esirts o th raured avironmen for endemic e
R 0 Tox th ary millons of wiSoes who come to oy the maestc
N Current and historic use of the land ranges from mineral extraction to Sy
| agricultural development to timber production to indusirial and residentia
development, ail of which have had impacts on the landscape. Many

Thus the U.S. Geological Survey, as the Nation's earth science deta and
information agency, has focused a mulicisciplinary effort to address the.
issues of the Appalachian area and (0 imvite others wilh interests and

inaway that

N ty
resulting f but alsn o collect  the Appalachizn region &

the information and conduct the science that will allow land managers and  This website contains data and information on current and past USGS
policy makers to become better informed and better able (o execute their  research in the Appalachian region. Also available are links to other
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